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CHINESE NEW YEAR 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.03 pm]: I am 
pleased to inform the house that there were numerous Chinese or lunar new year celebrations held in Perth this 
year, enjoyed by culturally and linguistically diverse communities, Chinese and otherwise, as well as many from 
the wider community. The Chinese new year is rapidly becoming one of the major events in Perth’s calendar. 
Chinese new year provides an opportunity for people from different cultural backgrounds to celebrate together; it 
is now an inclusive celebration and a much-anticipated event on the Perth community festival calendar. 

One of the highlights of the new year of the horse was the annual Perth Chinese new year fair held in 
Northbridge on 9 February and organised by the Chung Wah Association. This free community event, now in its 
third year, attracted about 50 000 people and was sponsored by the state government through a $15 000 grant 
from the Office of Multicultural Interests. The Chinese community is well established in Western Australia and 
has built strong friendships and links with the broader community. Western Australia enjoys the many benefits 
of Chinese cultures, traditions and arts. These cultural and artistic contributions, together with Chinese economic 
and political acumen, have been pivotal in advancing our culturally diverse state. 

The state government’s $2 million commitment to revitalising Chinatown as part of the government’s 
redevelopment of Northbridge will mean that it will be an important hub for the Chinese new year celebrations 
now and into the future. Together with government representatives and members from the WA 
Fujian Association, I also attended many other Year of the Horse celebrations, including the Chinese new year 
fireworks held by the Australia Asia Business Weekly, the WA Chinese Chamber of Commerce new year 
celebration, the Buddha’s Light International Association’s Chinese new year dinner, the Commonwealth Bank’s 
Chinese new year celebration and, of course, the Vietnamese Tet festival, which also celebrates the lunar new 
year. 

As most of the house will know, we are now in the year of the horse. This holds special significance for the 
Chinese people and perhaps for the rest of us as it is said to represent the Chinese ethos of hard work and the 
success that follows. May I take this opportunity to wish all members a happy new year and that the year of the 
horse will bring them all good health and prosperity! 
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